Nicholas II                                                                                 ,     1205
V
chamber. His real attitude towards representative governmen\hpw-ever, was more accurately and tersely expressed in his celebratedrfcp* artee, "Thank Godt we still have no parliament'* ! April 24? 190S). It was during his administration that R. V. Malinovsky, a member of the central committee of the Social Democratic Part}' and an agent of the security police, was elected to the fourth Duma with the connivance of the authorities. Malinovsky, a Bolshevik and chairman of the Duma social democratic faction, suddenly resigned and went abroad in May, 1914, when the police terminated his employment. The true reason for his seemingly inexplicable withdrawal from the Duma did not come to light until much later. In 1918 he was tried and executed by the Soviets. The Malinovsky episode gives the measure of the bureaucracy's contempt for representative institutions.
The years 1911-1914 brought too significant developments in the domestic situation: the ascendancy of Rasputin, as manifested in the appointments to higher offices, and the growing awareness of his influence by the public. In 1911 V. K. Sabler, a Rasputin appointee, became chief procurator of the Holy Synod. Scandals in Church administration involving Rasputin and an oddly assorted array of churchmen, from bishops to errant monks, received much publicity in spite of the emperor's efforts to keep them out of the newspapers. In March, 1912, the Octobrist leader Guchkov and the reactionary Purishkevich denounced Rasputin from the rostrum of the Duma. The attacks were renewed later in connection with the discussion of the budget of the Holy Synod. The depraved Siberian peasant had become a factor in Russian politics, and incidentally contributed to the revival of opposition sentiments among even the moderate groups in and outside the Duma.
At the end of January, 1914, Kokovtsov, created a count, was sent into retirement The presidency of the council devolved again on Goremykin, then seventy-five years old, a senile and futile bureaucrat whose only qualifications for office were his blind devotion to the tsar and his intimacy with Rasputin. It was under his undistinguished leadership that Russia entered the great war,